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  Volume 7 Issue 2   Fall/Winter 2018/19 
SLIS Director’s Report 
Teresa S. Welsh, Ph.D., Professor and Director 
 
Welcome, scholars,  
to the fall/winter 2018/19 issue of SLIS Connecting!   
 
 
Admin Team - Adrienne, me, and Karen 
 
Big events this fall and winter were LAMP, Mississippi 
Library Association Annual Conference, ALA Mid-
Winter, and ALA Accreditation on-site visit: 
 
• Library and Media Professionals (LAMP) 
(www.lampworkshop.org), Sept 9-12, sites 
included Oxford Conference Center, Pearl Hinds 
Center, Hattiesburg Lake Terrace Conference 
Center, Long Beach Senior Activity Building, 
where free Captain Underpants books, crayons, 
and pencils were distributed to school librarians 
 
• Mississippi Library Association (MLA) Annual 
Conference (www.misslib.org), Oct 16-19, 
Meridian Riley Center, activities included the SLIS 
Alumni Breakfast, SLIS Focus Group, numerous 
presentations by SLIS faculty, students, and 
alumni, and giveaways at the SLIS exhibit table 
 
• ALA Mid-Winter Conference 
(2019.alamidwinter.org), Seattle, Jan 25-29, 
exhibit table was manned by Karen Rowell, Sarah 
Mangrum, numerous SLIS students, and alumni. 
 
ALA re-accreditation occurs every seven years and 
for SLIS, it was scheduled for 2019. A Self-Report 
(available at “About” link at www.usm.edu/slis) was 
submitted Jan 14th followed by an on-site visit of the 
ALA Committee on Accreditation (COA) External 
Review Panel (ERP) Feb 24-26. 
The ALA External Review Panel, while on campus: 
• met with students online 
• distributed an online student survey 
• met with local students, alumni, employers, and 
Advisory Board members at a reception 
• visited online classes, class course sites in Canvas, 
and recorded class session in Adobe Connect  
• reviewed statistics related to admissions, 
retention, graduation rate, employment 
• reviewed SLIS and University budgets, funding, 
library resources, physical space and equipment 
• met with USM administrators: 
o President Dr. Rodney Bennett 
o Senior Assoc. Provost Dr. Douglas Masterson 
o Vice President Allyson Easterwood 
o College of Education and Human Sciences 
Dean Dr. Trent Gould 
o CoEHS Associate Dean Dr. Carol Connell 
o Graduate Dean Dr. Karen Coats  
o University Libraries Dean Dr. John Eye. 
 
The ERP submitted a positive report to ALA including 
suggestions for SLIS future planning; the final step for 
ALA re-accreditation the vote of the ALA COA at the 
ALA Annual Conference in June. 
 
Upcoming Events 
• Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in 
Libraries (QQML) 2019 International Conference, 
European University Institute (EUI), Florence, 
Italy, May 28-June 1 
 
• American Library Association Annual 
Conference, Washington, D.C., June 20-25  
o SLIS is co-sponsoring an exhibit table with 
Southern Miss University Libraries (Booth 651)  
o SLIS is hosting an Alumni/Student Reception 
at the Eldon Luxury Suites penthouse suite, 
933 L. St. NW, one block from the conference 
center, on Sunday afternoon, June 23, 5-8pm. 
 
Here’s to a great, productive 2019-20 school year! 
 
See the next few pages for a gallery of highlights from 






Library and Media Professionals (LAMP)  












Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference 
SLIS Alumni Breakfast 
October 17, Meridian Riley Center 
 
      
Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference 


























ALA Mid-Winter Conference, Seattle, January 25-29, 2019 
 
Scenes from ALA Mid-Winter 2019 Conference, Seattle 
 
 
Spotlight – Faculty  
 
Ellen Hunter Ruffin, Curator of de Grummond 
Children’s Literature Collection, is an adjunct 
instructor at the USM School of Library and 
Information Science who teaches LIS 417: Literature 
and Related Media for Children in summer and fall.  
Ellen holds a B.A. in Speech Education and an MLIS 
from Southern Miss and she serves on the Mississippi 
Book Festival Board, Magnolia Book Award 
Committee, Kaigler Children’s Book Festival Steering 
Committee, and Ezra Jack Keats Executive 
Committee. In 2016, she was presented the USM 
Excellence in Librarianship Award. 
Ellen continues the tradition of Dr. Lena Y. de 
Grummond, who wrote numerous letters to 
prominent children’s authors and illustrators 
requesting primary-source materials they might 
otherwise throw away such as sketches, galley 
proofs, and other materials related to the creation 
and publication of their works. Today, the de 
Grummond Children's Literature Collection is an 
internationally-known research center for children’s 
literature. The Collection holds original manuscripts 
and illustrations of more than 1,300 authors and 
illustrators, as well as more than 180,000 books 
including the works of Kate Greenaway, H.A. and 
Margret Rey (the creators of Curious George), and 
Ezra Jack Keats who wrote and illustrated The Snowy 
Day, considered to be one of the most important 
American books of the 20th century. 








Cynthia Sturgis-Landrum, Director of the Evansville 
Vanderburgh Public Library (EVPL), holds a B.A. 
degree in linguistics from Northwestern University, 
an MLIS from USM, and is a doctoral candidate in 
Managerial Leadership for the Information 
Professions at Simmons College. 
She previously held management positions at 
libraries in Oak Park, IL, Pittsburgh, PA, and Glendale, 
AZ, and has served as ALA Councilor-At-Large and as 
president of the Arizona Library Association. She 
currently serves on the PLA Equity, Diversity and 
Social Justice Task Force, Executive Board of the Black 
Caucus of ALA, and Conference Co-Chair of the 11th 
National Conference of African American Librarians 
to be held in Tulsa, OK in 2020. Her professional 
mission is to empower individuals to reach their 
highest potential so they can transform communities.  
“Always intrigued by 
how my worlds 
intersect. Not only 
am I a proud 
Southern Miss SLIS 
alum, but I happen to 
be the first African 
American library 
director of one of the 
libraries in Dr. Griffis’ 
research study” 




LIS 417, or Literature and Related Media for Children, 
is a three-credit hour course that surveys traditional 
and modern literature for use by and with children. It 
focuses on children from birth to grade 6, or age 12. 
This class is unique in that it is a service course for 
students in Child and Family Studies (CFS), is eligible 
for use as an Accelerated Master’s Option (AM0), and 
exposes the students to over 100 books for children.  
Since it is a CFS service course, students are provided 
a unique opportunity to experience using books and 
media for children in two emphasis areas—libraries 
and early learning centers. In 2012, the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) made 
collaborations between early childhood programs 
and public libraries a priority and early learning a 
designated national issue and priority (IMLS, n.d.). 
Two strategies of importance for public libraries and 
early childhood programs are: 
• Early childhood programs can use local librarians 
as consultants on such topics as extending lesson 
plans; aligning books with specific topics; 
providing material resources like puppets, music, 
and props; and providing ideas on expanding 
literacy throughout early childhood classrooms. 
• Libraries offer multi-generational programming, 
support literacy in the home, and are a resource 
for families, providing programs and services for 
young children, parents, and caregivers. They 
invite parents to join their children in activities 
and provide information on childrearing and ways 
to promote literacy in the home. Libraries also 
provide GED preparation resources, help with 
employment searches, and tools such as 
computers and copiers that can benefit adult 
learners (USDHHS, 2018). 
 
LIS students get an emphasis on early literacy and 
instructional activities that they might not otherwise 
encounter, and CFS students learn about valuable, 
diverse resources offered in libraries, including early 
childhood learning strategies and programs.  
LIS 417 is listed as an AMO course. The AMO is the 
opportunity for senior LIS undergrads with a 3.5 GPA 
or higher to take up to 9 credit hours of graduate 
credit in their senior year.  
 
Students get to apply the 9 credit hours to their LIS 
bachelor’s degree and to the MLIS at Southern Miss if 
they opt to pursue one. They also pay undergraduate 
tuition for the 9 credit hours.  
Students leave LIS 417 having read 20 unique titles of 
their choosing, 10 board books, and 10 award books. 
Each week, student assess their chosen book and 
how they would use it; then in a live class, in small 
groups, students share what they have learned. Along 
with selected books, the faculty member shares 
songs, rhymes, videos, etc. to use with children thus 
exposing them to over 100 books.  
Upon successful completion of this course, students 
through discussions, presentations, and assignments 
demonstrate a basic knowledge of: 
1. The wide array of literature, materials, and 
media available for children;  
2. Critical evaluation of books, media, and online 
resources for children;  
3. The developmental stages of children and their 
right to read;  
4. The presentation of materials for children face-
to-face and through technology;  
5. The awards available for children’s materials and 
resources;  
6. The materials useful in selecting books for 
children; and  
7. What the current literature says about children’s 
literature. 
 




Institute of Museum and Library Services (n.d.). Head 




U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(2018). Supporting children through public libraries. 




From the GA’s 
Leah, Megan, Ashley, Alex, and Julie 
 
SLIS graduate assistants Leah Peters, Ashley 
Marshall, Alex Brower, and Julie Gore with LIS Work-
Study Student Megan Wilson (seated left) in the SLIS 
Conference Room, December 2018.   
 
Alex Brower, who graduated with MLIS in December 
2018, is Reference Librarian, Mississippi Library 














Dr. Catharine Bomhold, Alex Brower, and Rachel 
McMullen presented “Are You There, Professor? It's 
Me, Your Online Student: A Discussion of the Realities 
of Online Learning,” at the Mississippi Library 




Congratulations SLIS Students 
 
LIS Bachelor of Science student Roxanne Mack is 
Director, Copiah Jefferson Regional Library System, 
Hazlehurst, MS. 
 
MLIS student Shelly Andresen was awarded a $4,000 
scholarship by the Alaska Library Association at their 
annual conference in Juneau, AK. 
 
MLIS student Cara Ramsey is Adult Services Librarian, 
Pike’s Peak East Library, Colorado Springs, CO. 
 
MLIS student Elaine Walker is Reference Instruction 
Librarian, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
Chicago, IL. 
 
Mississippi Library Association Scholarships 
• Peggy May Scholarship – Katherine Dutro 
• Virgia Brocks-Shedd Scholarship – Juana Harris. 
 
 
Congratulations SLIS Alums 
 
Will Barber (MLIS, 2013; Archival Certificate, 2018) is 
Talking Book Services Patron Assistant, Mississippi 
Library Commission, Jackson, MS. 
 
Candice Benoit (MLIS, 2016) is Librarian, Department 
of Homeland Security Federal Training Center, 
Glynco, GA. 
 
Rebecca Bickford (MLIS, 2016) is Social Sciences 





2014) is Assistant 
Professor/Research 
and Instructional 







Vandy Pacetti Donelson (MLIS, 2006), Ed.D., 
Instructional Tech & Distance Education, is Director & 
Archivist, U.S. Sports Academy, Daphne, AL. 
 
Jessica Herr (MLIS, 2011) is Historian/Archivist, 
Stennis Space Center, MS. 
 
Jamie Jones Hullinger (MLIS, Youth Services 
Certificate, 2013) is Research Librarian, Zimmer 
Bionet, Warsaw, IN. 
 
Mary Kirkham (MLIS, Youth Services Certificate, 
2018) is Collection Development and Interlibrary 















Shontate Matthews (MLIS 2018) is Teen Librarian, 
Zachary Public Library, LA. 
 
Jessica McDaniel (MLIS, 2018) is Programming and 
Outreach Librarian, East Baton Rouge Parish Library, 













Ally Pace Mellon (MLIS, 2012) is Library Services 
Director, Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History, Jackson, MS. 
Eden Nitcher (MLIS, 2014), Teen and STEAM Senior 
Librarian, West Florida Public Libraries, earned a 
Certificate in Museum Studies, Northwestern 
University. 
 
Stephen Parks, J.D. 




Award – Best 
Newsletter for 
Letters from the 
Library: Newsletter of 
the State Law Library 
of Mississippi, 
Mississippi Library 
Association Conference, Meridian, October 17-19, 
2018 (pictured with SLIS Director Dr. Welsh). 
 
Lindsey Patrick (MLIS, 2007) is Regional Manager, 
Nashville Public Library Southeast Branch, TN. 
 
Angela Rand, Ph.D. (MLIS, 2006) is Director, Marx 
Library, University of South Alabama, Mobile, AL. 
 
Bridget Clark Reeves (MLIS, 2004) is Interlibrary Loan 
Librarian, Lamar County Public Library System, Purvis, 
MS. 
 
Teri Robinson (MLIS, Archival Certificate, 2018) is 
Coordinator, Office of Thesis and Dissertation 
Review, Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS. 
 
Ryan Roy (MLIS, 2007) is Deputy Director, Palos 
Verde Library District, Rolling Hills Estates, CA. 
Kimberly Smith (MLIS, 2005) is Library Technical 
Assistant, Hinds Community College, Raymond, MS. 
Jennifer Taylor (MLIS, Youth Services Certificate, 
2016) is Children’s Librarian, South San Francisco 
Public Library, CA. 
Mariyam Thohira (MLIS, 2004), Resource Acquisitions 
Coordinator, Johns Hopkins University Libraries, 
named ARL 2018-19 Leadership and Career 




Elaine Walker completed an archival internship at 
the Newberry Research Library in Chicago, working 
with the records of the Caxton Club, a club of 
bibliophiles and rare book dealers. 
Jennifer Wann (MLIS, 2006) is Manager of Library 
Development, Arkansas State Library, Little Rock. 
Ally Watkins (MLIS, 2011) is Youth Services Librarian, 
Lafayette County & Oxford Branch, First Regional 
Library, Oxford, MS. 
Sarah Weirich (MLIS, 2018) is Metadata Specialist, 
Niels Bohr Library and Archive, American Institute of 
Physics, College Park, Maryland. 
Ole Miss Research & Instruction Librarian and 
Regional Depository Coordinator Ashley Dees (MLIS, 
2014) (center) accepted the Federal Depository 
Library of the Year Award for Ole Miss J.D. Williams 
Library that presented by GPO Acting Deputy Director 
Herbert H. Jackson Jr. (left) and Superintendent of 
Documents Laurie Hall (right) in October 2018. 
 
Alum Publications, Presentations 
 
Stephen Parks, J.D. (MLIS, 2013), State Law Librarian, 
was the featured speaker, Special Libraries Section, 
Mississippi Library Association, Meridian, October 18, 
2018. Stephen also serves as editor of Letters from 




SLIS Faculty/Staff Publications, Presentations 
 
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, “Cummings, Merrill, and 
Borelli’s Inquiry into Small Screen Use by Academic 
Library Users: Timing is Everything. Evidence-Based 
Library and Information Practice, (13)1, 46-56, 2018. 
 
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, “The New National School 
Library Standards.” Presentation, Mississippi Library 
Association, Meridian, October 18, 2018. 
 
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, Alex Brower, Rachel 
McMullen, “Are You There, Professor? It's Me, Your 
Online Student: A Discussion of the Realities of Online 
Learning.” Presentation, Mississippi Library 
Association, Meridian, October 18, 2018. 
 
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, “Story Walks in Your 
Community.” Poster, Mississippi Library Association, 
Meridian, October 18, 2018. 
 
Dr. Claire Kimberly, Dr. Amanda Williams, and Dr. 
Stacy Creel, “Women's Introduction to BDSM through 
Erotica and its Association with Satisfaction.” Sex 
Roles, 78:119–129, 2018. 
 
Dr. Matthew Griffis, “Separate Places, Shared 
Spaces: Segregated Carnegie Libraries as Community 
Institutions in the Age of Jim Crow.” Southern 
Historical Association 84th Annual Meeting, 
Birmingham, AL, November 8-11, 2018. 
 
Karen Rowell, “Friends of the Fay B. Kaigler Book 
Festival.” Mississippi Library Association, Meridian, 
October 18, 2018. 
 
Dr. Teresa Welsh, “SLIS Notes: Web Archives, Caches, 
Webby Awards, Indexes, Reference Sites, Educational 
Sites,” Mississippi Libraries, 81(3), 66-67 Fall 2018.  
 
Dr. Teresa Welsh, “SLIS Notes: Book 
Recommendations for Children, Young Adults, Adults, 
Children’s Book Festival,” Mississippi Libraries, 81(4), 
93-95, Winter 2018. 
 
Dr. Teresa Welsh, “SLIS Report 2018.” Alumni 
Breakfast, Mississippi Library Association Annual 
Conference, Meridian, October 17, 2018. 
 
LIS Student Associations News 
LISSA Update, Fall/Winter 2018/19 
 
Julie Gore, President 
Leah Peters, Vice-President 
Ashley Marshall, Secretary/Treasurer 
Mrs. Jessica Whipple, Faculty Advisor 
 
LISSA members assisted in the exhibit table at the 
ALA Mid-Winter 2019 Annual Conference, January 
25-29, Seattle, and the Mississippi Library Association 
Annual Conference, Meridian, October 16-19. 
 
LISSA broadcasts its meetings via Adobe Connect and 
meeting dates are announced via the SLIS listserv. 




2018 Southeast Science Bootcamp for Librarians  
 
August 1-3 was the 
2018 Science 
Bootcamp for 
Librarians hosted by 
the University of 
Southern Mississippi 
at the Gulf Coast 
Research Laboratory 
in Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi. The 
purpose of this 
conference was to 
bring together 
scientists and 
librarians to share their insight, latest research, and 
gain a cooperative understanding across both 
professions.  
 
You may be wondering how the world of science has 
anything to do with librarians, right? I did too! 
Librarians can serve numerous roles in academic 
institutions throughout all fields of study. There are 
STEM research librarians, health science librarians 
and other sci-tech librarians with unique roles.  
The guest speakers covered topics of marine biology, 
scientific articles, national health concerns, and 
maker spaces.  
 
 
Dr. Moshe Pritsker highlighted a major issue within 
the world of Biomedical Science: only 10-30% of 
published scientific articles are successfully 
reproduced. He went over ways to overcome this 
problem, such as recording the entire experiment 
process, and how librarians can contribute to the 
process of making it available to the public and 
decrease the amount of money wasted on research 
that cannot be reproduced.  
 
Aimee Gogan covered national health concerns and 
how librarians can contribute to this type of 
information literacy. She showed us a number of 
graphic novels pertaining to diabetes, HIV, and 
mental health issues that will help readers of all ages 
better understand modern diseases. Librarians can 
enhance their collection development acquisitions 
with this type of literature not only to raise 
awareness but to overcome the associative stigma of 
sharing personal experiences with the disease.  
 
-- LISSA Member Elaine Walker 
 
 
Southern Miss Student Archivists (SMSA) 
Spring/Summer 2018 
 
Jonathan Puckett, President 
Rachel McMullen, Vice-President 
Miranda Loper, Secretary 
Emma Semrau, Webmaster 




In the 2018-2019 academic year, the Southern Miss 
Student Archivists (SMSA) expanded in terms of 
membership and community outreach. Through a 
flyer campaign on the Hattiesburg and Gulf Park 
campuses with help from member Ashlee Parker, the 
SMSA gained thirty members.  
 
Likewise, SMSA developed a logo with the assistance 
of Julie Gore, president of LISSA. The group organized 
a speaking event on 
October 2, 2018, in 
collaboration with the 
South Mississippi 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society in downtown 
Hattiesburg, where Billy 
and Miranda Loper 
(pictured), Emma Semrau, 
and Jonathan Puckett 
spoke on the importance 
of archival institutions as 
repositories and their 
experiences in the field. 
  
In addition, SMSA became associated with the Jones 
County Genealogical and Historical Society in Laurel, 
where Jonathan Puckett was invited to speak.  
 
Thus, SMSA has seen 
an increase in 
membership as well 
as more involvement 
at a local level with 
historical societies 
and small archival 
institutions. 
 





Advice for Finding Your Niche in the LIS Field 
by SMSA Member Lauren Robinson 
 
Entering “the field” after graduating from a library, 
archival, or special collections program can seem 
both exciting and terrifying. Hurray! - No more 
research papers or weekly assignments to fill our 
“free time.” But for some, entering the field can feel 
like jumping in the deep of the swimming pool for the 
first time after taking swimming lessons. It is 
exhilarating yet terrifying all at the same time. I’ve 
seen both and experienced both first-hand.  
 
Today I’m a part-time public library clerk and a part-
time digital archivist for a historical society. 
Meanwhile, I am still finishing my studies at USM. 
Like so many of my peers, I knew I wanted to work in 
the LIS field ever since my childhood. I remember 
loving summer reading programs and school book 
clubs and going on road trips with my friends and 
classmates to local history sites. I remember wanting 
to be that friendly librarian that would always seem 
to know the right book to recommend, or the staff 
member giving the public tours at the local historical 
sites. I wanted to learn my local history first-hand by 
seeing the sites and working with primary collections. 
I also wanted to be the person enabling the public to 
learn something about their history. Now I feel like I 
am in two positions that allow me to do just that. It’s 
been a long journey to get here with several bumps 
along the way, but it’s always seemed worthwhile to 
me.  
 
Throughout my undergraduate and graduate 
academic career, the questions that have stayed in 
my mind were ‘what area of ‘the field’ interests me?’ 
and ‘what area do I want to specialize in?’  
 
When I graduated high school, I wanted to be a 
librarian, but I did not understand the variety of 
specialization areas that existed within the LIS field, 
and I did not know how to pursue a career in that 
blurred field area where library and archival work 
overlaps with museum studies and public history. I 
still cannot say I know a “best method” for finding a 
career in that gray-area either.  
 
For me, my career path has been a series of trials and 
errors shadowing and working in different 
departments until I found my niche in archival work. I 
did not know that I would end up juggling two very 
distinctly different jobs and did not think I would end 
up loving both equally as I do. Through my journey, 
I’ve learned policy writing and project set-up skills 
that have helped immensely with my work. At the 
same time, I get to work on creative library displays, 
delve into primary research projects with visitors, and 
still help library patrons find their next casual read.  
 
Here’s my advice to anyone in an LIS program who is 
not sure about their future career path – it is ok to 
not have all the answers. Take time to feel things out. 
Start by finding something you like and explore it. If 
you love it, great - keep pursuing it. If not, then don’t 
be afraid to branch out and try something different. 
Switching gears might feel scary - like jumping in the 
deep end - but the struggle might be worth it in the 
long-run. You won’t know until you try.  
 
 
Council on Community Literacy and Reading 
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, Director 
 
The goal of the CCLR is to provide books and literacy 
opportunities to our community. The Council was 
formed in 2015 with a mission to provide books for 
children to own, and to educate parents on the 
importance of reading out loud to young children.  
 
To this end, we look for opportunities where we can 
talk to parents and caregivers about the benefits of 
reading aloud to children, provide literacy activities 
for children, and give them new high-quality books to 
take home. Since 2015, we have given away more 
than 10,000 new books to children in South Central 
Mississippi. 
 
Homecoming Parade, October 2018 
 
USM Homecoming Parade: CCLR had a float in the 
USM Homecoming parade. Instead of throws, the 
CCLR handed out 600 new books to children along 
the parade route.  
 
Little Free Libraries and The Library of Hattiesburg, 
Petal, and Forrest County: CCLR is the steward for 
three Little Free Libraries in downtown Hattiesburg.  
More than 600 children’s and young adult books 
were distributed throughout Hattiesburg through 
donations to the Little Free Libraries as well as to the 
Hattiesburg Public Library. 
 
Hattiesburg Public Schools PreK Fall Round-Up: We 
talked to parents about the importance of reading to 
children at a young age, had activities and prizes for 
children and gave away 50 new books.  
 
Book distributions: The CCLR provides books for 
those in need and when disaster strikes. We were 
able to give 400 books to schools and libraries in the 
Houston area after flooding.  
 
CCLR participated in a Christmas present drive for 
children at Hawkins Elementary in Hattiesburg and 
were able to provide 70 books to children in need.  
 
We also provided over 100 books to children of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians through a 
partnership with Dr. Jennifer Lemacks of the USM 
School of Nutrition.  
 
Only $1 will buy a book for a child; $80 will sponsor 
a book walk with 2 deconstructed books. 
 
If you would like to help, send a check made out to 
USM SLIS to:  
CCLR/ Dr. Catharine Bomhold 
118 College Drive, #5146 
The University of Southern Miss 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2,538  3  8  11 
Jackson‐George 
Regional Library System 
8,301  663  144  807 
Central Mississippi 
Regional Library System 
7,330  657  262  919 
Dixie Regional Library 
System 
3,428  110  174  284 
Tallahatchie County 
Library System 

























Library System  Adult  Juvenile  Fiction  Non‐fiction 
First Regional Library  78  1,121  825  388 
Judge George W. Armstrong Public Library  1  10  5  6 
Jackson‐George Regional Library System  274  554  559  258 
Central Mississippi Regional Library System  375  720  407  397 
Dixie Regional Library System  38  190  121  112 
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Hancock County Public Libraries      5    4    4 
City of Long Beach Public Library    1  1  1 
Harrison County Public Libraries     9    4    9 
Jackson/George County Public 
Libraries     8    4    4 
             






































































































































0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Yes
No
Unsure
No
Reply
Funding Availibility 
1 
 
as a basis to expand to both the school and private 
libraries in the same geographical location. Overall, 
the results of this study could assist in promoting 
services to all members of the community in which a 
library serves, as directed by the American Library Bill 
of Rights.  
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Appendix A 
Public Libraries in Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson 
Countries  
Hancock Country Libraries 
 Bay St. Louis‐Hancock County Library and 
       Administrative Headquarters 
228‐467‐5282 
312 Highway 90, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
 East Hancock County Library 
228‐255‐4800 
4545 Shepherd Square, Diamondhead, MS  
39525 
 Kiln Public Library 
228‐255‐1724 
17065 Highway 603, Kiln, MS 39556 
 Pearlington Public Library 
228.533.0755  
6096 First Avenue, Pearlington, MS 39572 
 Waveland Public Library 
228‐467‐9240 
345 Coleman Avenue, Waveland, MS 39576 
 
Harrison County Library System 
 Harrison County Libraries Administration  
   228‐539‐0110 
   12135 Old Hwy 49, Gulfport, MS 39503  
 Biloxi Public Library  
228‐436‐3095 
580 Howard Avenue, Biloxi, MS 39530 ‐ Local 
History & Genealogy (228‐435‐4613) 
 Gulfport Public Library  
   228‐871‐7171 
   1708 25th Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39501   
 Jerry Lawrence Memorial Library 
228‐392‐2279 
10391 Auto Mall Parkway, D ‘Iberville, MS  
39540 
 Margaret S Sherry Memorial   
228‐388‐1633 
   2141 Popps Ferry Rd, Biloxi, MS 39532 
 Orange Grove Public Library 
   228‐832‐6924 
   12135 Old Hwy 49, Gulfport, MS 39503   
 Pass Christian Public Library  
228‐452‐4596 
   111 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, MS 39571   
 Saucier Children's’ Library  
228‐539‐4419 
   24014 Church Avenue, Saucier, MS 39574   
 West Biloxi Public Library  
   228‐388‐5696 
   2047 Pass Road, Biloxi, MS 39531  
 Woolmarket Public Library  
228‐354‐9464 
   8455 Woolmarket Road, Biloxi, MS 39532   
 City of Long Beach Library System  
(228) 863‐0711 
209 Jeff Davis Ave, Long Beach, MS. 39560 
 
Jackson‐George Regional Library System 
 East Central Public Library  
228‐588‐6263 
21801 Slider Road, Hurley, MS 39555 
 Kathleen McIlwaine Public Library 
228‐497‐4531 
2100 Library Lane, Gautier, MS. 39553 
 Lucedale/George County Public Library  
601‐947‐2123 
507 Oak Street, Lucedale, MS 39452 
 Ina Thompson Moss Point Library   
228‐475‐7462 
4119 Bellview St., Moss Point, MS 39563 
 Ocean Springs Municipal Library  
228‐875‐1193 
525 Dewey Avenue, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 
 Pascagoula Public Library    
   228‐769‐3060 
3214 Pascagoula Street, Pascagoula, MS 
39567 
 St. Martin Public Library  
228‐392‐3250 
15004 LeMoyne Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39532 
 Van Cleave Public Library   
228‐826‐5857 
12604 Highway 57, Vancleave, MS 39565 
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Appendix B 
Public Libraries of Coastal Mississippi: A Study of the Availability of Library Services and Community Support 
for Patrons with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Library District * 
 Hancock County Library System  
 Harrison County Library System  
 Jackson County Library System  
 City of Long Beach Library System 
 
Title of Individual completing this form? 
________________________________________________ 
*Please note that ASD will be used in place of Autism Spectrum Disorder 
1. Does this library have services or programs specifically for those individuals with Autism   Spectrum 
Disorder?  
 Yes 
 No 
2. Does this library display books or other resources that assist parents of children or other patrons who might 
have questions or concerns about ASD?  
 Yes 
 No  
3. Has this library offered parent workshops or guest speakers to discuss topics related to reading, social & 
sensory skills, or finding resources within the library that relate to the topic of ASD?  
 Yes 
 No 
4. Does this library have times allocated for story time or other activities for children?  
 Yes 
 No 
5.  Does this library plan to or has it already developed an action plan that will help with the following:  
 Increase ASD awareness. 
 Education and support service for ASD.  
 Notify Autism support groups that they may use the library for meetings.  
6. In this library, are staff members trained to assist a patron who has been diagnosed with ASD?  
2 
 
 Currently working on implementing 
 Already in place.  
 No plans to implement training.  
Contact Information:   
Tammy L. White 
MLIS Graduate Program 
University of Southern Mississippi  
Email: Tammy.L.White@usm.edu  
Appendix C  
 
 
